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The Ohio Water Resources Center is a federally authorized center situated at The 

Ohio State University. We fund State relevant water related research and efforts. 

Below highlights a collaborative effort between Dr. Zuzana Bohrerova, the          

Associate Director of the Ohio WRC, and local partners. If you are interested   

learning more about our other outreach efforts, please check out the Ohio Water 

Resources Center webpage at wrc.osu.edu. 

 

In an information transfer project funded by the Ohio Environmental Protection 

Agency’s Environmental Education Fund, the Ohio Water Resources Center        

collaborated with Friends of the Lower Olentangy River Watershed and the Ohio 

Chapter of the Sierra Club to implement a project titled “Adopt Your Waterway,” 

which aims to increase awareness and participation of individuals in water quality 

related issues. Educating citizens about how changes in a watershed impact water 

quality, collecting water quality data for rarely sampled tributaries, and training 

“champions” of the tributaries will help the residents to make science- based       

decisions about development of their local communities. 

 

One of the program goals is to ensure long-term viability of citizen science           

involvement and a bottom-up approach for citizens to inform their neighbors about 

the stream quality. Therefore, we created a system where “trainers” (water quality 

specialists) educate interested citizen scientists in water quality monitoring of local 

streams with the goal of eventually becoming trainers themselves, while learning 

more about their environment and talking to their neighbors and friends about   

water quality issues. Over 

70 citizen volunteers were 

trained to monitor small 

Olentangy River tributaries 

using the Water Sentinel 

chemistry method of the 

Ohio Chapter Sierra Club 

and the macroinvertebrate 

evaluation method based on 

the Ohio EPA’s Headwater 

Habitat stream quality 

monitoring program  

(Figures 1 and 2).  

 

Continued on Page 3 

Figure 1:  Classroom Water Sentinel training. 
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My oldest daughter is about to embark on a journey that will last the rest of her life 

(or until driverless cars become mainstream). I'm talking about the coming-of-age 

event known as driving. She's driven the occasional riding mower and has even took 

her grandparents golf cart out for a spin on the dusty roads of a campground near 

you. None of those compare, however, to the exhilaration that a teenager feels after 

getting her temporary drivers permit. She knows the rules of the road... in theory, 

but she doesn't have any actual experience and has no idea of all of the obstacles 

that will wonder, run, or roll into her path. 

 

Likewise, when I became WMAO President in 2015, I didn't know how to proceed – 

not really. I had some idea of where I wanted to end up but I wasn’t fully confident 

that I knew the “speed limit,” if I could make a “U-turn”, or when the next “rest   

area” was approaching. Instead, I climbed into the driver’s seat and put it in drive.         

Together, the Board members and I steered WMAO towards distant destinations 

and around a few obstacles. Sans the analogy, we’ve increased our focus on student participation in WMAO,        

improved relationships between WMAO and our divisions, and developed a new set of strategic goals with ways to 

achieve them. We’ve continued to grow –increasing our membership numbers, the breadth of water-related fields 

included in WMAO, and our financial stability.  

 

I would like to think that I did more than put WMAO in cruise control and instead, that I helped maneuver this 

ever-moving organization from point A to point B. You see… that’s the thing about learning a skill –the experience, 

itself, is the true    teacher. I would like to thank the WMAO Board and membership for this wonderful opportunity. 

Come November 2nd, you’ll be in good hands when I turn the wheel over to our next WMAO President, Craig Smith, 

Environmental Specialist, Ohio EPA, Division of Drinking and Ground Waters. 

The Ohio Department of Agriculture (ODA) launched a new Web map this summer, the Ohio Applicator Forecast. 

The online map is designed to help nutrient applicators identify times when the weather-risk for applying is low. 

“ODA firmly believes science and technology must be at the forefront of all water quality issues and these new and 

innovative tools are impactful steps.” said ODA Director David T. Daniels. “The agricultural community continues 

to take the necessary steps to maintain agricultural productivity, while protecting our natural resources and     

reducing nutrient runoff to improve water quality in Lake Erie and surrounding waterways.” 

 

The risk forecast is created by the National Weather Service and takes snow accumulation and melt, soil moisture 

content, and forecast precipitation and temperatures into account. The chances of surface runoff in the next 24 

hours are displayed on the overview map of the state. If you zoom to street level, seven days of weather conditions 

and runoff chances are predicted. Risk is grouped into 3 categories: Low, Medium, and High. When the risk is   

Medium, it is recommended that the applicator evaluate the situation to determine if there are other locations or 

later dates when the application could take place. 

 

“The National Weather Service is excited to work with Ohio in their efforts to help farmers reduce nutrient runoff 

across the Midwest,” said Brian Astifan, the Development and Operations Hydrologist with the National Weather 

Service Ohio River Forecast Center in Wilmington, Ohio. “We believe Ohio’s partnership with several federal  

agencies and educational institutions to develop this decision-support tool will benefit farmers and ultimately 

work towards improving Ohio’s water quality.”  Visit ODA on the Web for more information about the Ohio       

Applicator Forecast: http://www.agri.ohio.gov/divs/plant/OhioApplicatorForecast/oaf.aspx 

Ohio Applicator Forecast Helps Avoid Runoff Risk 
By Emily Heppner, Environmental Education Coordinator, Ohio Department of Agriculture 

https://ohioagriculture.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=a73d5e8bf99a4ada95234ec55ebf39ba
http://www.agri.ohio.gov/divs/plant/OhioApplicatorForecast/oaf.aspx
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Currently, eleven Olentangy River tributaries 

are monitored by thirty-eight active            

volunteers, with two sites per tributary. Last 

year, most of the sites 

had a fair to poor          

macroinvertebrate 

index throughout the 

year and poor water 

chemistry, with     

average conductivity 

values higher than 

600 uS (many had 

values higher than 

1000 uS), seasonally 

high phosphates,   

nitrates, and other 

poor water quality 

indicators. Many   

volunteers continue to be involved in the   

program. Some of them are monitoring their 

location for a third consecutive year. Citizen 

scientists indicated in a survey that they do 

talk to their  neighbors about their            

monitoring work. FLOW, Sierra Club and the 

Ohio Water Resources Center are committed 

to continuing this program and partnership, 

and we are looking for better ways to        

communicate the results to educate citizens 

about their streams and assure long- term 

sustainability of this program. 

 

“Citizen scientists 

indicated in a 

survey that they do 

talk to their 

neighbors about 

their monitoring 

work.”  

Project Collaborators: Ohio Water Resources 

Center is the federally-authorized and     

state-designated Water Resources Research 

Institute for the State of Ohio. We promote 

innovative, water-related research in the 

State of Ohio through research grant      

competitions, coordination of interdiscipli-

nary research proposals, and educational 

outreach activities. FLOW (Friends of the 

Lower Olentangy Watershed) is a non-profit 

organization whose mission is to keep the 

Olentangy River and its tributaries clean 

and safe for all to enjoy, through public    

education, volunteer activities, and           

coordination with local decision-makers. The 

Sierra’s Club Ohio Water Sentinel Program 

seeks to educate, engage, and empower    

volunteers to restore, improve, and protect 

Ohio’s waterways.  

Figure 2:  Hands-on outdoor macroinvertebrate training. 
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Ohio Floodplain             
Management Association 

Division Updates 

By Stephen  Moore, OFMA President 

Save the Date –  

2019 ASFPM Annual Conference- Cleveland, Ohio, May 19-24. 
 

Membership - Please remember when filling out your 2018 WMAO membership application to check OFMA as 

your primary Division Affiliation. By designating OFMA, it will help us provide better service, information and 

training to those who are interested in floodplain issues across the State of Ohio. 
 

Upcoming CFM Exam Opportunities! -  The Ohio Floodplain Management Association offers CFM examination 

testing periodically across Ohio.  2017 CFM Exams include: 

November 8, 2017,  1:00 pm - 4:00 pm,   Proctor:  Todd Richard 

318 Dorney Plaza, 3rd Floor Conference Room, Findlay, OH  45840.    
 

To register for the CFM Exam, please contact the Association of State Floodplain Managers at:  608-828-3000 

or cfm@floods.org Exam information and study guide may be referenced at:  www.floods.org.  

For current updates on NFIP Reform/Reauthorization, 2018 Federal Budget and the New FEMA Director please go 

to www.floods.org. 

Manufactured Homes Commission 
  

House Bill 49, the Ohio Operating Budget, included a provision to consolidate several boards and commissions.  

Included in the bill was the transition 

of the Manufactured Homes         

Commission to the Ohio Department 

of  Commerce, effective January 21, 

2018.  
 

At this time who will be responsible 

for the floodplain regulation           

responsibilities for manufactured 

homes is still being discussed. The 

Department of Commerce is working 

with all stakeholders to ensure a 

smooth transition.   OFMA will stay 

involved and keep you up to date on 

this issue. We will place any updates 

on our website at www.ofma.org and 

you can also obtain updates at the 

Department of Commerce website at 

www.com.ohio.gov.   

mailto:cfm@floods.org
http://www.floods.org/
http://www.floods.org
http://www.ofma.org
http://www.com.ohio.gov
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Alicia Silverio giving 

a presentation to    

attendees. 

Mike Mihalisin accepts an award presented to 

him by Stephen Moore, OFMA President. 

Cindy Crecelius, OFMA 

Secretary. 
Tim Beck, our IT guru. Jill Lengler, award 

recipient. 

OFMA Annual Conference 
 

The Annual OFMA Conference was held on August 24 & 25, 2017 at the Doubletree Hotel in Columbus. 

 

Scholarships to attend the conference were presented to:  Jim Fox, Butler Co.; Cathy Berg, Ashland SWCD; Max 

Callahan, West Carrollton City Engineer; Aaron Moeller, Mercer Co. Engineer's Office; Dave Kulcsar, City of 

Brooklyn; James Brinegar, City of Centerville City Engineer; Mike Spry, City of Cincinnati; Jay Fisher, Licking 

County; and Ben Carpenter, Perry Co. 

 

OFMA recognized Jill Lengler, Tuscarawas County Planning Director for the Innovation in Floodplain              

Management Award.  She provided leadership and built collaborative partnerships to implement a hazard         

mitigation project that acquired flood damaged properties, and developed risk-reduced recreation opportunities.  

Mike Mihalisin, Member-at-Large was presented the OFMA Distinguished Member Service Award.  He was       

recognized by his peers and fellow Board members for his years of service and strong leadership in activities     

helping to achieve OFMA’s mission. 
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Dear Water Management Association of Ohio, 

 

Thank you for your generosity regarding a scholarship I recently    

received through the Columbus Foundation.  As a fifth year         

Environmental Engineering student at Ohio State, the final year    

is a mix of emotions and the beginning of many new experiences.  

This scholarship helps a great deal in allowing me to focus on this     

transition to the professional world as a young engineer and finish  

my college career strong.  It allows me to more deeply and fully    

devote myself to my studies, extracurriculars, and the freedom   

from worry as to how I will pay for my final year of schooling.  I  

look forward to a career of creating and preserving one of our     

most precious and valuable resources:  clean water. 

 

      Many Thanks, 

      Austin Prokup 

.  

Austin Prokup was the recipient of the 2017 WMAO 

Scholarship of $1,000.  He is a Senior at Ohio State 

University, completing a degree in Civil Engineering. 
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www.wmao.org

http://wmao.org/sponsors/ 

http://wmao.org/2017/09/46th-annual-wmao-conference-and-symposium/
http://wmao.org/sponsors/
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www.wmao.org 

https://co.clickandpledge.com/advanced/default.aspx?wid=70008
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The Water Management Association of 
Ohio (WMAO) is the one organization 
dedicated to all of Ohio's water 
resources. 

 
VISION: The Water Management 
Association of Ohio will be the most 
effective and respected independent 
water resources organization in Ohio. 

 
MISSION: The Water Management 
Association of Ohio promotes the 
comprehensive understanding, 
conservation and multifaceted use of 
Ohio's water resources. 
 
 

8584 E. Washington St. #206 
Chagrin Falls, OH 44023 

WATER MANAGEMENT 
ASSOCIATION OF OHIO 

330-466-5631, admin@wmao.org 
Dana Oleskiewicz, Administrative Director 

2017 WMAO Board of Directors 

Permission to reprint with credit to WMAO. 

mailto:Hstark@ohioswa.com
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